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A STAAR
Success Story:
Priscilla, Zinc, and a
Little Teacher Magic



Priscilla‘s STAAR Mastery Success
in 2024-2025

Incoming 8  Grade STAAR Scores:th

          53 Passing
          32 Meets
          3 Masters
          50% received 0 on essay
          0 Perfect scores

This year’s English 1 STAAR Scores:
          90 Passing
          75 Meets
          17 Masters
          18% received a 0 on essay
          28 perfect scores! 

Priscilla Barrera
English 1 Teacher

IDEA San Juan College Prep
San Juan, TX



Reading Growth as
a Foundation for
STAAR Readiness
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COMPREHENSION?

PASSAGE TYPE

ARGUMENT

TONE

CRITICAL THINKING

IRONY

INFERENCING

Decoding/Fluency
(turning words into sounds)

Vocabulary
(knowing what words mean)Elementary reading instruction

Essential Elements of Reading

What secondary education
programs and ELA curriculum
prepare you to teach



turning words into 
images, ideas, and

meanings
(ZINC-ING)

What’s missing?

SECONDARY
READING
INSTRUCTION

Decoding/Fluency
(turning words into sounds)

Vocabulary
(knowing what words mean)

PASSAGE TYPE

ARGUMENT

TONE

CRITICAL THINKING

IRONY

INFERENCING

Essential Elements of Reading

following the
writer’s cues

(TRACKING)



Zinc-ing:
Use Your Senses:

Your students’ first way in to
complex texts.

Secondary Reading Instruction



“Love in its essence is a
spiritual fire.”
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needs 
tending

wild

cozy

dangerous

uncontrollable hot

generates 
power

“Love in its essence is a
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-Seneca, philosopher



Zinc-ing:
Make It Real:

You can’t “make the movie” of
the US Constitution...

Secondary Reading Instruction



“LOVE in its essence is a
spiritual fire.”
-Seneca, philosopher



“LOVE in its essence is a
SPIRITUAL fire.”

-Seneca, philosopher





Zinc’s Protocol for
Acing STAAR



Read +
Predict

THINK CRITICALLY
 

Come up with your own
answers and then find

the best match

Maybe or No

FIND THE BEST CHOICE

Mark each answer choice
with maybe or no as
potential responses.

Skip and
Come Back

SAVE TIME

Alleviate anxiety and
make the test more

enjoyable

Every Word
Matters

IDENTIFY NUANCE

Examine each word and
eliminate answers that

are too extreme 

Zinc’s Protocol for Acing STAAR





1.Read



2.Predict



3.Maybe or No



3.Maybe or No



4.Every Word Matters



Skip and Come Back



Zinc’s AI Writing
Coach: 
SCR/ECR Practice



Guided 3-Step Drafting Process



Targeted AI Feedback



Zinc STAAR
Mastery in Real Life



Mini Lessons

Faci l i tate ready-to-
del iver ,  but editable
Test-Prep,  Reading
Skil ls ,  and STAAR
Skil ls  Mini  Lessons.

How Zinc STAAR Mastery Works:

Ignition
Warm-ups

Reinforce strong
reading ski l ls  with
quick and easy
warm-ups that teach
students what to do
when they read
complex texts.

Test Prep
Experiences

Build conf idence and
el iminate test
anxiety with Zinc’s
4-step method
del ivered through
authentic ,  guided
reading experiences.  

Passage
Quizzes

Each week targets a
var iety of  genres,
ski l ls ,  and standards
with mult iple-choice
quizzes and guided
AI feedback for  SCRs
and ECRs.

Review Data
and Reteach

Every day gives you
an act ionable data
set .   Support
students in small
groups while the full
class stays learning
and engaged.



Zinc’s STAAR Mastery



Data to Inform Next Steps



Review Student Writing + AI Feedback / Scores



On August 29, 2025:
86% below grade level
60% below 4  grade levelth

On November 17, 2025:
53% up at least one grade level
30% up by at least TWO grade levels

Priscilla’s Student Progress in 2025-2026
This past fall:

Beginning of year assessment: 31% approaches
October benchmark assessment: 71% approaches

Priscilla Barrera
English 1 Teacher

IDEA San Juan College Prep
San Juan, TX

January 2026 - 59/84 students - 70%
have met or exceeded their growth goal
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English 1 Teacher

IDEA San Juan College Prep
San Juan, TX
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bit.ly/jan14edweb

Free Zinc AccountsThank you for attending today.

Zinc Learning Labs will give you FREE
Zinc licenses* for all of your students.  

Simply complete the survey using the
QR code and we’ll get those accounts
set up in one week!

*Free licenses will be active for 45 days to allow all students to
get ready for STAAR with Zinc STAAR Mastery.

bit.ly/4rjDGBy

https://bit.ly/jan14edweb

