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Five Teaching Tips for Helping Students Become 'Wild Readers': 

Dedicate time to read 

Successfully self-select reading material 

Share books and reading with other readers 

Have reading plans 

Show preferences for genres, authors, and topics 

(Miller, 2014) 

Region One ESC counties have the highest 

populations of illiterate adults in the state, ranging 

from 38-65% illiterate adults. http://www-
tcall.tamu.edu/docs/09illitmap.html 

Research shows that students read better and read more when they 

read culturally relevant books (Y. Freeman et al., 2003; Goodman, 1982; 

R. Jiménez, 1997). 

DID YOU 

KNOW? 
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Dear District Administrator, 

 

What does your district do to build a community of readers? How do you help students 

discover new books and share their love of reading?  

 

Reading aloud has long been an enjoyable way to share stories with children around the 

world. This tradition serves to model the skill of reading and to help instill a love of reading. 

Along the way we have learned that children’s reading frequency (number of books read) 

increases as they become more engaged with reading. Engaged reading can increase when 

children read culturally relevant literature where they identify with the characters and/or 

location.  They can “see” themselves in the book. 

 

We invite you to join us in the second annual One Region One Book campaign.  The Region 

One Library Leadership Network has selected a charming book to engage your students. The 

book’s title is Borderlines: Drawing Border Lives/ Fronteras: Dibujando Las Vidas Fronterizas 

(2010), which beautifully portrays our culture, history, and people. 

 

The following pages share more about One Region One Book and how your district can 

participate.  We invite you to share your stories with us. 

● You may email photos and quotes for sharing on Region One ESC’s social media and 

website (LSheneman@esc1.net) 

● You may Tweet your photos and quotes with the hashtag #RGVReads and 

#ESC1Library.  Create your own hashtag with your district name, such as #PSJAReads. 

 

The American Library Association has a list of many reading celebration days you can 

celebrate.  http://www.ala.org/conferencesevents/celebrationweeks  Find one that works with 

your district calendar, such as Drop Everything and Read Day, Children’s Book Day, Día de 

los niños/Día de los libros, or National Reading Day. 

 

A Digital Version of this program can be found at https://goo.gl/H34R0z. 

 

Join the celebration!  Read Borderlines: Drawing Border Lives/ Fronteras: Dibujando Las 

Vidas Fronterizas and find yourself and some of your memories somewhere between the 

pages. 

 

Sincerely,  

Dr. Laura Sheneman 

Coordinator of Library Services and Instructional Resources 

Region One ESC 

What is One Region One Book? 

 

mailto:LSheneman@esc1.net
http://www.ala.org/conferencesevents/celebrationweeks
https://goo.gl/H34R0z
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There are multiple ways you can participate in the One Region One Book 

campaign. 
 

AT THE DISTRICT LEVEL 

● Create READ posters (similar to ALA’s READ 

posters) showcasing district personnel reading 

Borderlines: Drawing Border Lives: Fronteras: 

Dibujando Las Vidas Fronterizas. 

● District leaders visit elementary classrooms for read 

aloud times. 

  

AT THE SCHOOL LEVEL 

● Author visits. 

● Book club showcasing regional characters/settings. 

● Bring in guest speakers to speak about the     

         richness of the history and culture of the Rio               

         Grande Valley. 

● Create banners and posters to promote the        

         One Region One Book initiative. 

● Invite guest readers to the school 

● Secondary students visit elementary campuses    

         and read the book to the students. 
 

AT THE CLASSROOM LEVEL 

● Create a PowerPoint or other presentation to present at a Family Literacy 

Night.  Post it on the school website. 

● Make book trailers. 

● Students can research the Rio Grande Valley and create their own gallery 

showcasing student poetry and artwork about the Rio Grande Valley. 
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Please use or adapt these questions to guide your book discussion. 
 

 Cultural Relevance Rubric 

  

  

1.     Are the characters in the story like you and your family? 

  

  

2.     Have you ever lived in or visited places like those in the story? 

  

  

  

3.     Could this story take place this year? 

  

  

  

4.     How close do you think the main characters are to you in age? 

  

  

  

5.     Does the story have main characters who are boys (for boy readers)? 

Girls (for girl readers)? 

  

  

  

6.     Do the characters talk like you and your family? 

  

  

  

7.     How often do you read stories like this one? 

  

  

8.     Have you ever had an experience like one described in this story?  

Adapted from: Ebe, A. (2010). Culturally relevant texts and reading assessment for English language learners. 

Reading Horizons 50 (3), 193-210. 
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Please use or adapt these questions to guide your book discussion. 
 

  

  

  

Evaluación Cultural de Textos 

  

  

  

1.  ¿Se parecen  los personajes del cuento a tí y a tu familia? 

  

2. ¿Has visitado o vivido en lugares como los que se relatan en el cuento? 

  
3. ¿Crees que podría suceder este cuento en este año? 

 

4. ¿Qué tan cerca a tu edad crees que los personajes principales están?  

  
5. ¿Hay personajes en el cuento que son: niños (para niños) o niñas (para 

niñas)? 

  
6. ¿Crees que los personajes en este cuento hablan como tú y tu familia? 

  
7. ¿Con qué frecuencia lees cuentos como éste? 

 

8. ¿Alguna vez has tenido una experiencia como la que se cuenta en este 

libro? 

 

Adapted from: Ebe, A. (2010). Culturally relevant texts and reading assessment for English language learners. 

Reading Horizons 50 (3), 193-210. 
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2017 BOOK AND AUTHOR INFORMATION 

 

 

Schneider, S. P. (2010). 

Borderlines: drawing border lives 

San Antonio, TX: Wings Press.   

 ISBN-13: 978-1609402730 

 

Author and Illustrator 

Biographies:  

Steven and Reefka Schneider  

Author Visit Information: 

$500 half day; $1,000 full day  

Teacher materials available. 

 

 

One Region One Book Titles 

2016-2017: Schneider, S. P. (2010). Borderlines: drawing border lives San Antonio, TX: Wings Press. 

2015-2016: Pittman, R., & Buckner, J. D. (2015). Rio Grande Valley abc. New Orleans, LA: River Road     

                    Press.  
 

 

 

 

References: 

http://www.wingspress.com/author.cfm?author_ID=110&author=Steven-and-Reefka-Schneider/
http://www.wingspress.com/book.cfm?book_ID=111
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