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The Power of Language

 “Language stands 

at the center of the 

many 

interdependent 

cognitive, affective, 

and social factors 

that shape 

learning”.

David Corson, 1999

Cognitive

SocialAffective

LANGUAGE

=

IDENTITY



BICS vs CALP

Social vs Academic Language



The Iceberg Theory
J. Cummins, 1981

Basic    

Interpersonal 

Communication 
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Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency

1-3 years

5-7 years
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CALP



Double Iceberg Theory
J. Cummins, 1981

BICS L2          
1-3 years

BICS L1          

1-3 years

CALP L1+L2 

5-7 years



Research 

Findings

The stronger academically 

and cognitively the L1, the 

stronger the L2. 

The weaker academically 

and cognitively the L1, the 

weaker the L2.

W. Thomas & V. 

Collier, 2009



Bilingual Program Models

Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 89, 
Subchapter BB



Bilingual Program Models

Bilingual Education
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W. Thomas and V. Collier, 2002



The bilingual education program shall be a full-time 

program of instruction in which both the students‘ 

home language and English shall be used for 

instruction. 

The amount of instruction in each language within 

the bilingual education program shall be 

commensurate with the students' level of 

proficiency in each language and their level of 

academic achievement. 

Texas Administrative Code (TAC)

§89.1210 Program Content and Design



Texas Administrative Code (TAC)
§89.1210 Program Content and Design

In bilingual education programs using Spanish and

English as languages of instruction, school districts 

shall use state-adopted English and Spanish 

instructional materials and supplementary materials 

as curriculum tools to enhance the learning 

process.



Texas Administrative Code (TAC)
§89.1210 Program Content and Design

• Transitional bilingual/late exit is a bilingual program 

model that serves a student identified as limited 

English proficient in both English and Spanish, or 

another language, and transfers the student to 

English-only instruction. 

• Academic growth is accelerated through cognitively 

challenging academic work in the student's first 

language along with meaningful academic content 

taught through the student's second language, 

English. 

EXITS



Texas Administrative Code (TAC)
§89.1210 Program Content and Design

• The goal is to promote high levels of academic 

achievement and full academic language 

proficiency in the student's first language and

English. 

• A student enrolled in a transitional bilingual/late 

exit program is eligible to exit the program no 

earlier than six years or later than seven years 

after the student enrolls in school.



Transitional Bilingual Model 

Sample



LPAC Procedures

Beginning of the Year



LPAC 

Procedures

Initial 
Identification 

Process

All Students

Home Language Survey

Language spoken at home and by 
student = English

Language spoken at home and by 
student = English and any  

other language

Language spoken at home and by 
student = Not English Language  

Test
Pre K – 1st = Oral Language Profici en t Test (OLPT)

2nd – 12th = OLPT + Norm Referenced Standardized Achievement Test (NRT)

Non-LEP

LPAC Meeting

LEP Non-LEP

Parental Notif

i

c

ation

Placement:  
Bilingual Program

General Education  Cl assr oom

Parental Permission

Meets Exit/ 
Reclassification  Cr i t eria

Parent Conference

LEP Denial

No Yes

Bilingual

Limited English Profici en t Training Flowchart

Non-LEP
(LEP Code = F or S)

(Monitor)

No

Parent Conference

LEP Denial

Placement:  
ESL Program

Parental Permission

Meets Exit/ 
Reclassification  Cr i t eria

Yes

ESL

Non-LEP
(LEP Code = F or S)

(Monitor)
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TELPAS-ELPS Connection

DMAC Reports
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TEKS vs ELPS



TEKS vs ELPS

TEKS

STAAR TELPAS

ELPS

Relating Factor:  evaluates/measures

Academic Proficiency Language Proficiency



TELPAS Domains

10%

10% 50%

30%



ELPS 

Academy

LIAG and ELPS 
Instructional 

Tool

+

DMAC Reports



Sample DMAC Report



Let’s 

Reflect!  I used to think…

 But now I know…
Tickets Out



Thank you for your 

participation!
KARINA E. CHAPA, M. ED.

KCHAPA@ESC1.NET

FACEBOOK: REGION ONE ESC BILINGUAL

TWITTER @BILINGUALPRIDE @ESC1BILINGUAL

mailto:KCHAPA@ESC1.NET

