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ENGLISH AND SPANISH 
LANGUAGE ARTS AND 

READING TEKS



English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading TEKS—Implementation

The new English and Spanish language arts and reading TEKS 
for kindergarten–grade 8 are scheduled to be implemented in 
the 2019-2020 school year.
The review of instructional materials for the new English and 
Spanish language arts and reading K–8 TEKS
under Proclamation 2019 is scheduled to take place in 
Summer 2018. 

The current K–8 TEKS are the required curriculum 
standards until the new TEKS are implemented.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Implementation is expected to be 2019-2020, but implementation is dependent upon availability of instructional materials funding.



English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading TEKS—Implementation

The new English language arts and reading and English as a 
second language (ESOL) TEKS for high school are scheduled 
to be implemented in the 2020-2021 school year.
A proclamation will be issued for the review and adoption of 
instructional materials for the high school courses at a future 
SBOE meeting.

The current high school TEKS are the required curriculum 
standards until the new TEKS are implemented.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Expected to be 2020-2021 but depends on availability of funds for IM.



English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading TEKS—Overview of Changes
Overview of changes—
• Integration of Figure 19 expectations into general student 

expectations for each grade level and course
• Organization of TEKS around seven strands (developing and 

sustaining foundational language skills, comprehension skills, 
response skills, multiple genres, author’s purpose and craft, 
composition, and inquiry and research)

• Streamlining of TEKS
• Vertical alignment across grade levels
• Horizontal alignment between English and Spanish with 

differentiation as appropriate for foundational language and 
composition skills 



19 TAC Chapter 110. Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for English Language
Arts and Reading Subchapter A. Elementary

Reading/Comprehension Skills §110.11 - §110.16

Kindergarten 
(§110.11 English 

Language Arts and 
Reading)

First Grade 
(§110.12 English 

Language Arts and 
Reading)

Second Grade 
(§110.13 English 

Language Arts and 
Reading)

Third Grade 
(§110.14 English 

Language Arts and 
Reading)

Fourth Grade 
(§110.15 English 

Language Arts and 
Reading)

Fifth Grade 
(§110.16 English 

Language Arts and 
Reading)

Reading/Comprehensio
n Skills. Students use a 
flexible range of 
metacognitive reading 
skills in both assigned 
and independent reading 
to understand an
author’s message. 
Students will continue
to apply earlier 
standards with greater 
depth in increasingly 
more complex texts as 
they become self-
directed, critical readers. 
The student is expected 
to:

(A)discuss the purposes 
for reading and listening 
to various texts (e.g., to 
become involved in real 
and imagined events, 
settings, actions, and to 
enjoy language);

Reading/Comprehension 
Skills. Students use a 
flexible range of 
metacognitive reading 
skills in both assigned
and independent reading
to understand an author’s 
message. Students will 
continue to apply earlier 
standards with greater 
depth in increasingly 
more complex texts as 
they become self-
directed, critical readers. 
The student is expected 
to:

(A)establish purposes 
for reading selected texts 
based upon desired 
outcome to enhance 
comprehension;

Reading/Comprehensio
n Skills. Students use a 
flexible range of 
metacognitive reading 
skills in both assigned 
and independent reading 
to understand an
author’s message. 
Students will continue
to apply earlier 
standards with greater 
depth in increasingly 
more complex texts as 
they become self-
directed, critical readers. 
The student is expected 
to:

(A)establish purposes 
for reading selected
texts based upon
content to enhance
comprehension;

Reading/Comprehensio
n Skills. Students use a 
flexible range of 
metacognitive reading 
skills in both assigned 
and independent reading 
to understand an
author’s message. 
Students will continue
to apply earlier 
standards with greater 
depth in increasingly 
more complex texts as 
they become self-
directed, critical readers. 
The student is expected 
to:

(A)establish purposes 
for reading selected texts 
based upon own or 
others’ desired outcome 
to enhance 
comprehension;

Reading/Comprehensio
n Skills. Students use a 
flexible range of 
metacognitive reading 
skills in both assigned 
and independent reading 
to understand an
author’s message. 
Students will continue
to apply earlier 
standards with greater 
depth in increasingly 
more complex texts as 
they become self-
directed, critical readers. 
The student is expected 
to:

(A)establish purposes 
for reading selected texts 
based upon own or 
others’ desired outcome 
to enhance 
comprehension;

Reading/Comprehensio
n Skills. Students use a 
flexible range of 
metacognitive reading 
skills in both assigned 
and independent reading 
to understand an
author’s message. 
Students will continue
to apply earlier 
standards with greater 
depth in increasingly 
more complex texts as 
they become self-
directed, critical readers. 
The student is expected 
to:

(A)establish purposes 
for reading selected texts 
based upon own or 
others’ desired outcome 
to enhance 
comprehension;

Figure: 19 TAC §110.10(b)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are three Figure 19 charts for English: one covers grades K–5, the second covers grades 6–8, and the third covers English I–IV. All versions of Figure 19 share the same knowledge and skills statement.Although Figure 19 appears as a separate document from the current TEKS, it is part of the TEKS for language arts and reading. The focus is teacher oriented- to model and teach. 



English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading TEKS—Figure 19

Comprehension skills from Figure 19 are integrated into the 
general student expectations for each grade level and course.
(4) Developing and sustaining foundational language skills: listening, speaking, 
reading, writing , and thinking --self-sustained reading. The student reads 
grade-appropriate texts independently. The student is expected to self-select 
text and interact independently with text for increasing periods of time.
(5) Comprehension skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing , and thinking 
using multiple texts. The student uses metacognitive skills to both develop and 
deepen comprehension of increasingly complex texts. The student is expected 
to:

(A) establish purpose for reading assigned and self-selected texts with   
adult assistance;

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Two views to consider; First view



English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading TEKS—Strands

The English and Spanish language arts TEKS are organized 
around seven strands.
• Strand 1: Developing and sustaining foundational language skills
• Strand 2: Comprehension skills
• Strand 3: Response skills
• Strand 4: Multiple genres
• Strand 5: Author’s purpose and craft
• Strand 6: Composition
• Strand 7: Inquiry and research



English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading TEKS—Strands

The strands include the four domains of language (listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing) and thinking. 

Some knowledge and skill statements include two or more substrands.

Substrands have unique knowledge and skills statements and organize 
student expectations into related categories within a strand.



English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading TEKS—Strands

Response skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and 
thinking using multiple texts. The student responds to an 
increasingly challenging variety of sources that are read, 
heard, or viewed. The student is expected to:

Strand



English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading TEKS—Strands
Multiple genres: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and 
thinking using multiple texts--literary elements. The student 
recognizes and analyzes literary elements within and across 
increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and 
diverse literary texts. The student is expected to:

Multiple genres: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and 
thinking using multiple texts--genres. The student recognizes and 
analyzes genre-specific characteristics, structures, and purposes 
within and across increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, 
classical, and diverse texts. The student is expected to:

Substrands



English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading TEKS—Strands
English and Spanish Language Arts 
and Reading Strands, Adopted 2008

Reading

Writing

Oral and Written Conventions

Research

Listening and Speaking

English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading Strands, Adopted 2017
Developing and sustaining foundational 
language skills

Comprehension skills

Response skills

Multiple Genres

Author’s Purpose and Craft

Composition

Inquiry and Research

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Side by side of old and new



Strand 1: Developing and sustaining 
foundational language skills
Oral language
The student develops oral language through listening, speaking, 
and discussion. 
Student expectations include the following:

• listening and responding appropriately
• following and giving instructions
• participating in discussions
• presenting to an audience



Strand 1: Developing and sustaining 
foundational language skills
Beginning reading and writing. 
The student develops word structure knowledge through 
phonological awareness, print concepts, phonics, and morphology 
to communicate, decode, and spell.
Student expectations include the following:

• phonological awareness
• phonetic knowledge
• print awareness
• handwriting



Strand 1: Developing and sustaining 
foundational language skills
Vocabulary
The student uses newly acquired vocabulary expressively.

Student expectations include the following:
• print and digital resources
• affixes and roots
• multiple meaning words
• antonyms, synonyms, homophones, and homographs
• idioms



Strand 1: Developing and sustaining 
foundational language skills
Fluency 
The student reads grade-level text with fluency and 
comprehension. The student is expected to use appropriate 
fluency (rate, accuracy, and prosody) when reading grade-level 
text.

Self-selected reading
The student reads grade-appropriate texts independently. The 
student is expected to self-select text and interact independently 
with text for increasing periods of time.



Strand 2: Comprehension Skills
The student uses metacognitive skills to both develop and deepen 
comprehension of increasingly complex texts.
Student expectations include the following:

• establishing purpose for reading
• generating questions
• making connections and predictions
• creating mental images
• making inferences
• evaluating details read

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a brief overview to highlight some of the skills students will be expected to know how to do



Strand 3: Response Skills
The student responds to an increasingly challenging variety of 
sources that are read, heard, or viewed. 

Student expectations include the following:
• making personal connections
• using text evidence
• retelling, paraphrasing, or summarizing text
• discussing ideas in the text
• using newly acquired vocabulary appropriately

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a brief overview to highlight some of the skills students will be expected to know how to do



Strand 4: Multiple Genres
Multiple Genres/literary elements 
The student recognizes and analyzes literary elements within and 
across increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, 
and diverse literary texts. 

Student expectations include the following:
• theme
• characters
• plot elements
• setting

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a brief overview to highlight some of the skills students will be expected to know how to do



Strand 4: Multiple Genres
Multiple Genres/genres 
The student recognizes and analyzes genre-specific 
characteristics, structures, and purposes within and across 
increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and 
diverse texts.
Student expectations include the following:

• literary genres
• poetry
• elements of drama
• informational texts
• persuasive/argumentative texts
• multimodal texts

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a brief overview to highlight some of the skills students will be expected to know how to do



Strand 5: Author's purpose and craft
The student uses critical inquiry to analyze the authors' choices 
and how they influence and communicate meaning within a variety 
of texts. The student analyzes and applies author's craft 
purposefully in order to develop his or her own products and 
performances. 
Student expectations include the following:

• author’s purpose, audience, and message in a text
• text structure
• print and graphic features
• figurative language and sound devices
• literary and rhetorical devices



Strand 6: Composition
Composition/writing process 
The student uses the writing process recursively to compose 
multiple texts that are legible and to use appropriate conventions.

Student expectations include the following: 
• planning a draft
• developing focused, structured, and coherent pieces 

including introductions, transitions, and conclusions
• developing ideas
• editing drafts using standard writing conventions and correct 

spelling



Strand 6: Composition
Composition/genres
The student uses genre characteristics and craft to compose 
multiple texts that are meaningful.

Student expectations include the following:
• personal narratives and poetry
• informational and persuasive/argumentative texts
• correspondence



Strand 7: Inquiry and Research
The student engages in both short-term and sustained recursive 
inquiry processes for a variety of purposes. 

Student expectations include the following:
• generating questions
• developing and following a research plan
• demonstrating an understanding of information gathered 
• presenting information



English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading TEKS—Introduction

Introduction
• Rewritten to introduce the new strands and update research 

citations

• Include language specific to English language learners (ELLs) in 
both languages of instruction

• Feature consistent language across grade levels with additional 
language included in the Spanish language arts and reading and 
English as a second language (ESL) TEKS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first part of the introduction contains important information about the interconnectedness of the seven strands and their focus and the recursive nature of the standards.The next part of the introduction addresses text complexity contains specific information to guide the instruction of English language learners (ELLs) in their acquisition of reading skills, their vocabulary development, and the improvement of their English-language proficiency.



English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading TEKS—Vertical Alignment

In addition to working in grade level bands (K–2, 3–5, 6-8, 
high school), the TEKS review committees worked in K–12 
strand committees to vertically align the standards.

The SBOE convened its appointed experts after the TEKS 
review committees completed their work. The experts made 
additional recommendations to revise the TEKS and ensure 
that the standards were vertically aligned across grade levels.  



English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading TEKS—Vertical Alignment

Grade 1
128.3

Grade 2
128.4

Grade 3
128.5

Grade 4
128.6

(10) (10) (10) (10)
(D) discuss how the 
author uses words 
that help the reader 
visualize; and

(D) discuss the use of 
descriptive, literal, 
and figurative 
language; 

(D) describe how the 
author's use of 
imagery, literal and 
figurative language 
such as simile, and 
sound devices such 
as onomatopoeia 
achieves specific 
purposes; 

(D) describe how the 
author's use of 
imagery, literal and 
figurative language 
such as simile and 
metaphor, and sound 
devices such as 
alliteration and 
assonance achieves 
specific purposes;

Example –
Strand 5: Author’s Purpose and Craft



English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading TEKS—Horizontal Alignment 

Each K–12 strand subcommittee included representatives 
from both the English language arts and reading and Spanish 
language arts and reading committees. 

Decisions to differentiate SEs were based on whether the 
difference in a student expectation is solely the language in 
which it is taught and learned or if the language of instruction 
requires students to learn a different knowledge or skill 
specific to that language.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The committees’ recommendations to differentiate student expectations (SEs) in the English and Spanish language arts and reading TEKS were primarily determined by strand.



English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading TEKS—Horizontal Alignment 
Almost identical strands in English and Spanish language 
arts and reading TEKS, Kindergarten – Grade 6

• Strand 2: Comprehension skills
• Strand 3: Response skills
• Strand 4: Multiple Genres
• Strand 5: Author’s Purpose and Craft

• Strand 7: Inquiry and Research



English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading TEKS—Horizontal Alignment 
Differentiated strands in English and Spanish language arts 
and reading TEKS, Kindergarten – Grade 6

• Strand 1: Developing and sustaining foundational language 
skills

• Strand 6: Composition



English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading TEKS—Horizontal Alignment 

Strand 1: Developing and sustaining foundational 
language skills 

• Identical student expectations for skills applicable to English 
and Spanish instruction, including oral language (interacting 
with and presenting to others), fluency, and self-sustained 
reading

• Differentiated student expectations as appropriate to address 
differences in the acquisition or expression of the language of 
instruction, including beginning reading and writing 
(phonological awareness and phonics) and vocabulary



English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading TEKS—Horizontal Alignment 

Strand 6: Composition 
• Identical student expectations for skills related to the writing 

process and genres that are applicable to English and Spanish 
instruction

• Differentiated student expectations as appropriate for writing 
and editing in accordance with the standard conventions of the 
language of instruction



English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading TEKS—Resources
The new K–8 English and Spanish language arts and reading 
TEKS are posted on the TEA website as follows:

• English Language Arts and Reading TEKS Review
http://tea.texas.gov/Academics/Curriculum_Standards/TEKS_Texas_Essential_Knowledge_and_Skills_(TEKS)_Revie
w/English_Language_Arts_and_Reading_TEKS_Review/

• Spanish Language Arts and Reading and English as a Second 
Language TEKS Review
http://tea.texas.gov/Academics/Curriculum_Standards/TEKS_Texas_Essential_Knowledge_and_Skills_(TEKS)_Revie
w/Spanish_Language_Arts_and_Reading_and_English_as_a_Second_Language_TEKS_Review/

The new TEKS for English I-IV, ESOL I & II, and English Language 
Development and Acquisition (ELDA) will be available soon.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ELDA course can be offered as a corequisite with Eng. I or ESOL I and English II or ESOL II

http://tea.texas.gov/Academics/Curriculum_Standards/TEKS_Texas_Essential_Knowledge_and_Skills_(TEKS)_Review/English_Language_Arts_and_Reading_TEKS_Review/
http://tea.texas.gov/Academics/Curriculum_Standards/TEKS_Texas_Essential_Knowledge_and_Skills_(TEKS)_Review/Spanish_Language_Arts_and_Reading_and_English_as_a_Second_Language_TEKS_Review/


English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading TEKS—SBOE

K-8 TEKS will be in TAC beginning Monday, September 25, 
2017, and will appear alongside the current TEKS until 
implementation. Adopted 2017 will appear in the title.

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter110/index.html

Presenter
Presentation Notes
TEKS will be in numerical order.

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter110/index.html




Presenter
Presentation Notes
TEKS for high school courses will be posted on the TEKS review page and the Adopted Rules-Not Yet Effective once they are filed.



English and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading TEKS—Resources

Additional resources for the K–12 English and Spanish language arts and 
reading TEKS will also be available on the TEA website in the future:

• Vertical alignment documents

• Side-by-side documents demonstrating the alignment between the 
current and new TEKS

• Spanish language arts and reading TEKS translated into Spanish

• Glossary of terms

• FAQs

• CCRS alignment to the TEKS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A lot of resources will be coming but over the next two years, not all at the same time.







http://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=51539615771

http://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=51539615771


FOUNDATION HIGH SCHOOL 
PROGRAM



SB 826
Sequencing of required English language arts courses and 
mathematics courses in schools
• Effective: May 29, 2017
• Applies beginning with the 2017-2018 school year
Previously, TEC §28.025(b-2) required a student on the Foundation 
High School Program to successfully complete English I, II, and III 
prior to enrolling in an advanced English course and successfully 
complete Algebra I and Geometry prior to enrolling in an advanced 
mathematics course. 
This legislation amends TEC §28.025(b-2) and removes the 
sequencing requirements for enrollment in the advanced English 
and advanced mathematics courses required for graduation.



Foundation High School Program 
19 TAC Chapter 74. Subchapter B

TAC §74.12. Foundation High School Program rules will be 
amended by SBOE during the 2017-2018 school year to 
remove the sequencing requirement for English courses 
required for graduation. 

Expected SBOE Timeline for TAC §74.12 amendments
• September 13-15, 2017 – Discussion

• November 7-10, 2017 – First Reading and Filing Authorization

• Jan. 29-Feb. 2, 2018 – Second Reading and Final Adoption



Foundation High School Program 
19 TAC Chapter 74. Subchapter B



Foundation High School Program 
19 TAC Chapter 74. Subchapter B

Although TAC §74.12 rules currently reflect the sequencing 
requirement for English courses, the change in law resulting 
from SB 826 takes priority.



READING ACADEMIES



Overview
The 84th Texas Legislature (2015) established reading and 
mathematics academies for teachers. The law required TEA 
to grant priority for academy participation to teachers at 
campuses with 50% or more educationally disadvantaged 
students.
In Summer 2016, TEA and regional education service centers 
began providing academies to campuses that met the priority 
requirement.

Reading Academies



Eligible teachers who successfully completed an academy 
received a $350 stipend, minus applicable income taxes 
and payroll deductions.

The 85th Texas Legislature (2017) provided funding for 
continued reading and mathematics academies for the 
2017-2018 and 2018-2019 school years. More information 
regarding academies will be available in the future.

Reading Academies



TEXAS GATEWAY



Texas Gateway
Gateway content is
• searchable by TEKS, keyword, subject, 

grade, and audience;
• open and available to all Texas educators, 

parents, and students; and
• shareable.

Gateway content is organized as
• resources (single lessons),
• binders (a series of lessons), and 
• courses (a series of binders).

New Gateway content includes Lesson Study 
products (lessons created by Texas teachers) and, 
in summer 2017, books.

www.texasgateway.org

http://www.texasgateway.org/


Texas Gateway Courses
Texas teachers may enroll in professional 
development courses offered at 
www.texascourses.org to earn CPE 
credits.

Popular courses include
• ELPS Academy,
• Texas Adolescent Literacy Academy Tier I,
• Texas Adolescent Literacy Academy 

Tiers II & III, and
• Texas Dyslexia Identification Academy.

Schools may import copies of courses for use in 
local learning management systems.

http://www.texascourses.org/


txgateway@tea.texas.gov

@txgateway

public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new

• Digital Learning
• Texas Gateway

Texas Gateway

mailto:txgateway@tea.texas.gov
https://twitter.com/txgateway
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new


TEA UPDATES



Electronic Updates – TEA Listserv Bulletins

Join TEA listserv bulletins for updates and announcements. 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new


Topic-Specific Listserv Bulletins*
AP/IB
Bilingual/ESL Education
Charter School Administrators
Counselors in Schools
Discipline and Student Code of Conduct
Early Childhood Education
English Language Arts-Reading
Gifted/Talented Education
Instructional Materials

Languages Other Than English
Performance Reporting
Review and Adoption
Rules
SBEC Rules
To the Administrator Addressed

*Additional topic-specific subscriptions available on the subscriber preferences page





Questions?

Chelaine Marion
Director, English Language Arts and Reading
chelaine.marion@tea.texas.gov

Karin Miller
English Language Arts and Reading Coordinator
karin.miller@tea.texas.gov

(512) 463-9581

mailto:chelaine.marion@tea.texas.gov
mailto:karin.miller@tea.texas.gov
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